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Cherry tree blossom, ink on Japanese paper, 50X50 cm
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The Kazuo Ishii exhibition at Tal Gallery offers an opportunity to get to
know works inspired by traditional Japanese art.

Ishii is a Japanese artist who has lived in Israel for many years. He brings to
his artwork images and impressions of the world and culture of his native
land.

His ink drawings, Japanese calligraphy, and other more modern techniques
of acrylic and oil paintings are inspired by ancient traditional sources.

The themes of landscapes, nature, portraits and Japanese calligraphy
express not only distance in place and time, but also the difference in
culture.

The title Ishii chose for the exhibition, Mujo, is based on Japanese Zen
wisdom and reflects the impermanence of life. The verse Willows are green,
flowers are crimson refers to the quest for peace of mind to be gained by
acceptance of the reality of life as it is.

The culture of the East observes not only the aesthetic and conceptual
aspects of works of art, but takes an introspective and contemplative point
of view, regarding art as a meditative means whereby to look into one's
inner soul.

Japanese Zen painting in particular is an ancient art, originating from the
way of life of Buddhist monks who found in their art the inspiration for and
fulfillment of their search for the desired enlightment.

The Zen Art, brought to Japan from China around the twelfth and thirteen
centuries, was revived by the Edo period masters, such as the famous Hakuin
Ekaku (1685-1768) and Sengai Gibon (1751-1837), who influenced all
aspects of Japanese culture. Its principles were manifested in architecture,
landscaping and the design of gardens and stone gardens, calligraphy,
ceremonial tea rituals, flower arrangements, the performing arts, poetry,
and so forth. The simplicity and directness of Zen gave it a wide appeal and
it became a popular practice, influencing every day life.

Kazuo Ishii's creations are inspired by Zen wisdom and way of life. He
combines traditional themes with modern techniques and vice versa. His
artworks, in various sizes, are designed as scrolls, combining image and
text, from the top down. Even the abstract works exhibit the iconography
of traditional Japanese art.

Bamboo forest, Ink on Xuan paper, 70x136cm

A significant body of his work is based on the practice of Japanese
calligraphy. The scrolls with tﬁeir black signs (characters/letters) contain
meaningful symbols and sayings of ancient wisdom, poems, thoughts
and allegoric riddles (haiku) that were passed down and taught for
generations. Although apparently difficult to understand, they seem
to be relevant even nowadays, as they relate to substantial issues of
human life. The practice of calligraphy entails writing with the entire
body while standing, and requires a clear state of mind called mushin,
in which the artist can concentrate fully on the subject. The letters flow
with the precise movement of the hand, in one stroke of the brush,
and should not be corrected. This practice symbolizes the connection
between the physical and the spiritual in the everlasting search for
enlightenment. The distinct, clear, sharp lines may be regarded as ink
traces on paper, marking the artist's actual experience or perhaps even
his enlightenment. Ishii is like a Japanese island in Israel. The encounter
with the man and his beliefs holds up a mirror to us. The way he sees
himself and us raises questions about our way of life, opening a window
of opportunity to new, alternative ways.

This exhibition shows some of Kazuo Ishii's
latest works, both modern and abstract in
style, along with works from earlier periods

of traditional Japanese style, calligraphy o 1 k2,
and some seals. Ishii takes us along a ié\m‘}: ﬁ}\
journey to his enchanted world of Japanese ,é‘g ﬁj EI )a‘g

iconography, symbols and traditions,

merging old and new, to the images of his P &&{fj

memory and imagination, and invites the

viewer to a fascinating encounter with his éi ‘%{% ‘;JJ
world. ﬁ“‘%’»ﬁﬂ ‘;'J

L » BZAa
1% BEL &
s RAT S

(]

o E =

5 AEHA

YD R
; H A
i WA

P=ulf
g

¢ % Y
e

Geisha, , ink on Japanese paper, 50X50 cm

Autumn Poem in Kaisho, Ink on
Japanese paper, 140X50 cm
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About the Artist

Kazuo Ishii was born in Japan in 1957. He started practicing calligraphy
at an early age under the guidance of his uncle that was a master in this
field. After his studies and the graduation at Waseda University in Tokyo,
Kazuo started studies in calligraphy and seal making with Master Li Yang
Sheng and ink painting with Master Yan Si Lung. He studied and practiced
Japanese martial arts and Zen meditation that became an integral part of
his lifestyle. He visited with his master China and studied traditional arts
there. He came with his family to Israel in 1997 and settled in Kiryat Tivon.
Ishii creates and teaches Japanese Art and practices in various academic
and art institutions in Israel, he founded Shiboku Studio, a workshop
where he works and teaches his art. His artworks were exhibited in many
personal and group exhibitions worldwide, and his works can be found
in prestigious public and private collections, some at Israel Museum.
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Untitled, ink and acrylic on canvas, 50X70 cm
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